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AP Commune concilium , tetum in Gui 1 
haldia ciuitatis "EY" Wye] die Octobris, 
Anno regni Eduardi ſexti, Dei gratia An- 
gliæ, Franciz, & Hiberniz Regis, fidei de- 
fenſoris, & in terra Eccleſiæ Anglicanz, & 
Hibernicz ſupremicapitis, quinto : coram 
Andrea Iudde milite,tunc Maiore,& Aldre 
mannis Ciuitatis illius, ordinata fune; inter a- 
lia, inactitata, cõceſſa, & {tabilita, omnia & 
ſingula ſubſequentia. | 
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N X Deaſmurh as the citie of 
London, is of late peres 
N foze decayed and dayly is 
ke to decape, moꝛe and 
moꝛe. A great cauſe and 
accaſion whereof emong other, hathe 
bene,foz that free mens childꝛen, ( Oꝛ⸗ 
phanes of the ſayd _— ſometymes 

ij. in 


Orders enactec 


in the liues of their Parents, & ſome⸗ 
times after their diſceaſes, beinge left 
welthy, a rych, do beſtow themlelues 
in vngodly Mariages, foz the moſte 
part in their yong age, at their owne 
willes, and pleaſures, without the con 
kent, and againſte the mindes of they! 
friends, ſaping, and affirming, that the 
Law, and cuſtome of the ſayde C itie 
giueth vnto them their pozctons, whe⸗ 
ther they marye by the allent of they: 
friendes oꝛ not, and ſo do dayly calt a- 
wap, and vndo them ſelues, in truſt to 
haue they2 ſayde pozcions , whether 
their Parentes, oꝛ friends will, o2 wy! 
not. And therby doe they beſtow them 
ſelues vpon ſimple, and lyght perſons 
hauing neyther cunning, knowledge, 
ſublkaunce, ne good, oꝛ honeſt condicy- 
ons. Byreaſon whereof ſuche Os 
phanes, inoꝛdinately, and inſolently, 
doe ſpende, and conſume their patry⸗ 
monv, and poꝛcions, in Gozt tyme, not 
onely to the vndoinge ol themſelves 

— 


or OUrpnanes., 


and to the great ignominie and ſhame 
of their friendes, but alſo to the great 
ſclaundꝛe of the Lo2d Maioꝛ, and Al- 
dꝛemenok this citte (who bene repu⸗ 
ted, and taken as Fathers, and Pꝛo⸗ 
tectours,of the ſame Oꝛphanes) and 
tothe greatloſſe,and hinderaunce of þ 
ſayde Cite, 

And fozaſmuch as the ſayde Loꝛde 
Maioꝛ, and Citezienes haue by they: 
lawes, and cuſtomes, power, and auc- 
thoꝛitie, to make lawes, and oꝛdinaun 
tes, by their commune counſail, foꝛ re⸗ 
dꝛeſſe of the ſame, It is therfoꝛe now 
(to thintent to reduce 2 ſame to a moꝛe 
godly, moꝛe pꝛodtable, and decent oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe, and confoꝛmite) by the ſayde Loꝛd 
Maioꝛ, cx Comminalte, and Citizens, 
in this pzeſent commune counſaill af- 
ſembled, and by aucthoꝛitie ot the ſame 
commune Counſaill, oꝛdeyned, enac⸗ 
ted, aucthoꝛized, and eſtabliſhed, foꝛ a 
Lawe perpetually to be obſerued and 
kept within the ſayde Citie. That ik a⸗ 
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Orders Enacted: 


ny Oꝛphane, oꝛ childe of any free man 
92 fre woman, of the ſaide Citie do 
offende in any the thinges hereafter 
expꝛeſſed, and be therof lawfully con- 
utcted,afoze the Loꝛde Maioz and the 
Aldermen oz els where, that then they 
and euerpok them, ſhail to all ententes 
purpoſes, conſtructions # meaninges, 
be vnabled and barred to demaunde 
and claime their pozcion oꝛ poꝛcions, 
alſo hall loſe and foꝛgo # be barred fo2 
euer, ot all and euery his, her, o2 their 
parte 02 parts, and poꝛcions to him oꝛ 
them belonging, by and alter the death 
bpb his oꝛ their ſaid father oꝛ mother, of 
the gioddes and Cattalles , of enery 
ſuch father and mother, by reaſon ofa- 
ny Lawe.cuſtome, oꝛdinaunce, vlage, 
kraunches, pꝛiuilege, act of Commune 
counſaile,02 other thing,hertotoze had 
oꝛ vſed- within the ſaide Citie. The 
ſame Lawe, Cuſtome, Oꝛdinaunce 02 
other thinge whatſoeuer, heretofoze 
had made, oꝛdeined allowed, and 1 


for Orphanes. 


in v2e, fo the contrarye in anye wyle 
notwithſtandinge. That is to witte, 
Firſt, if any manchild, oꝛ womanchild, 
ſhall malitiouſly go about, oꝛ attempt 
to do, oꝛ cauſe to be done, any bodeip 
harme, deathe, oꝛ deſtruction to his o2 
their Father, oz Mother: Oꝛ if any 
manchilde,dw hereafter mary, oꝛ con⸗ 
tract mariage, in the lyfe of his father, 
02 mother (by whome he will ciayme 
any po2cion) vnder the age of xxi.pea⸗ 
res, without the conſent of his ſayde 
Father, o2 Mother, by whome he 
wyll clapme anye poꝛcion: O2if a- 
ny Womanchilde, dwe hereafter Ma⸗ 
rye, oꝛ contracte Mariage, in the lyfe 
okher father. oꝛ other parent. by whom 
ſhe chall clatme anye Poꝛtion, betoze 
the age of. rviit . yeares, without the 
conſent of hir Father, oꝛ ſuche other 
Parent by whome che thall 02 may 
claime any poꝛcion: Oꝛ if anie Man 
childe be a Thiefe, oꝛ a Fellon, 028 
I. iii. com⸗ 


Orders enacted 


common whoꝛe haunter, a commune 
Dypla rt. oꝛ a common player at vnlaw- 
full games notoꝛiouſly knowen: Oz it 
any womanchilde chall hereafter com⸗ 
mit any whoꝛedome, oꝛbe a common 
Picker, that then euery of perſonnes 
ſo offending, chalbe barred a excluded 
to haue, oꝛ demaunde any poꝛcion. 

J Pꝛouided alwapes, that it halbe 
lawfull, foꝛ the Father, oꝛ Mother ofa 
tip ſuch childe, oꝛ childꝛen, to gene and 
bequeth in Legacte,to ſuche Childe, oꝛ 
Childꝛen, as muche as the Poꝛcion of 
ſuch child ſo offending chall amount vn 
to, by the cuſtome ofthe ſayde citie,and 
then ſuche childe thereby to be enabled 
to haue, and demaund p lame, as Poꝛ⸗ 
cid, this Acte, notwithſtanding, ſo that 
the ſame legacy be conteined in his, oꝛ 
their teſtament in wꝛiting & not other⸗ 
wiſe . And that then and from thence- 
furth his ſayd child, oꝛ childꝛẽ, to be ad- 
mitted and reſtoꝛed to tlame ſuche le⸗ 
gatie, oꝛ legacies, in ſuche — 

an 


1. © rr 2e 


or Orphanes. 
and foꝛme, as if ther had ben neuer a⸗ 
ny ſuche offence done, oꝛ committed by 
any ſuch childe, 

Item, it is further oꝛdeyned, enac⸗ 
ted, aucthoꝛized, and eſtabliched, by 
thauthoꝛite afoꝛeſayde, that ił any wo- 
manchilde, being an Oꝛphane, and vn 
der the age ol. xxi.peares, at any yme 
hereatter, after the death of hir father, 


do enſure oꝛ contract hir ſelfe in Ma⸗ 


riage, oꝛels accoꝛding to the Eccleſia⸗ 
ſticall Lawes of this Realme,do per⸗ 
fectly ſolempnize o2 conſummate Mari⸗ 
age, with any free man of this Citie, 
the conſent and agrement of the Loꝛd 
Maioꝛ, and Aldermen of this ſayde 
Citie of London, foꝛ the tyme beinge, 
not obteyned and had, that then foz c- 
uery ſuch default and offence co:nintt- 
ted 02 done, by any Oꝛphane oꝛ O2- 
phanes, of the ſapde Citie , the ſame 
being confeſſed oz ſufficiently pꝛoued 
by two witneſſes oz otherwiſe befoze 
the ſayde Lo2d Maioꝛ, and Aldermen 
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Orders enacted 


of this ſayde Citie of London, foꝛ the 
tyme being, at and in a Courte ot Al⸗ 
dermen. ſhe oz they that ſo happen to 
behaue hir oꝛ themſelues, as is atoze⸗ 
ſayd, ſhall foꝛfeit. foꝛgo and loſe. ii. d. 
of and foꝛ euery pound, ſo due oꝛ to be 
due. vnto her oꝛ them. by reaſon of any 
ſuch Ozphanage, the ſumme ok. xi. d. 
of enery. li. to go, oꝛ be, to the ble of the 


Chamber of the ſayd Citie, accoꝛdinge 


to the auncient cuſtome beloꝛe this ty- 
me, in ſuch caſe vied, And ik the ſayde 
Contract oꝛ mariage ot the ſayde D2- 
phan, oꝛ, Oꝛphaus, be made with anye 
foꝛein, not beinge ire of this Citie, at 
the tyme of any ſuch contract. oꝛ mari⸗ 


age made, that thev the ſayd Oꝛzphan, 
'62 Oꝛphans and every of them Wall 


fozfaite and loſe.iii.s. ot euer pounde, 
O2 to be due vnto hir, oꝛ them, by ber- 
tne ot any Oꝛphanage.oꝛ cuſtome, had 
and vſed, within the ſayde Citie. The 
one ſhilling of the ſaide. iii. 8g. nf euerie 
pounde, to go, oꝛ to be, to the vir of the 
Cham⸗ 


for Orphanes. 


Chamber of the ſayde Citie, in ſuche 
maner and kourme as is ałoꝛeſayde. 
And the other. it. s.ſo fozfapted,of eue⸗ 
ry pound, to go to the vie of ſuch, other 
Oꝛphane, oꝛ Oꝛphanes, as then ſhall 
remaine vnmaried. O2 els fo2 default 
of ſuch Oꝛzphanes, oꝛ Oꝛphane, to re⸗ 
maine to the next of the kinred of the 
Oꝛphane ſo offending, 

CAlſo be it further oꝛdeined, enac⸗ 
ted, and eſtabliched by aucthoꝛite afoꝛe 
ſayd, foꝛ, and in eſchuing of dinerſe va⸗ 
riances, contencions, and ſutes, that 
dayelp heretofoꝛe haue, and hereafter 
may enſue: that it any fre mans child, 
man, oꝛ woman, foꝛtune to be marped 
hereafter , in the lyte tyme of his, oꝛ 
their father, by his conſent, and not ful 
ly aduaunced of, and to. his, oꝛ her full 
parte, 92 poꝛcion, of his, oꝛ her, ſayde 
Fathers godes, as he ſhalbe wozthe 
at the tyme of hys dylceaſe, actoꝛ⸗ 
dynge to the auncient Lawes , and 
| C ultomes, 


Orcers enacted 


Cuſtomes, ot this ſapd Citie:that then 
euery ſuch Free mans childe, ſo beyug 
maryed in the life tyme of his, oꝛ her 
Father ſhalbe to all intentes, and pur⸗ 
poſes, diſabled to demaunde any fur- 
ther parte, oꝛ poꝛtion, of hys oꝛ her fa⸗ 
thers goods, after the diiceaſe of his, oꝛ 
her father, but ſhalbe adiudged, repu⸗ 
ted and taken to be fully aduanced, ac- 
coꝛding as the Lawe and Cuſtome of 
this Citie hath bene long tyme oute of 
minde, except his oꝛ hir ſayd father, do 
mencion certeinly, in his laſte wyll, oꝛ 
teſtament, oꝛ by other wzyting ſigned 
with his ovone pꝛoper name oꝛ Mark 
the certeinty or the ſome oꝛ ſommes of 
money, gods, aid cattalles, 4 the va- 
lue of them, that the father gaue, pay⸗ 
ed 02 departed with all, oz otherwyſe 
aſſured oz hereafter hall giue, paye, 
depart with all, oꝛ otherwyſe make aſ- 
ſurance of, vnto him, oꝛ her, befoze at 
02 after tye mariage of him oꝛ hir 02 0- 
therwi e in his lyle tyme, foꝛ and to⸗ 
wards 


for Orphanes. 


wardes their aduauncementes, in the 
name of his oꝛ her part, oz pozcton, 

And then euery ſuch Ozphane,o2 child 
which after the deceaſe of his oz her 
ſayd Father, can bꝛing furth the ſayde 
Teſtament o2 other wꝛyting ſigned oꝛ 
marked with p fathers hand oz mark, 
wherein the certeintie of ſuch money, 
gods , oꝛ Cattalles, as they haue oꝛ 
Call haue, recepued of theyꝛ ſayd Fa⸗ 
ther, oꝛ by the ſame Father, aſſured by 


eſpecialtie, oꝛ otherwiſe, hail haue al⸗ 


much of the ready money, gods, cat⸗ 
talles, and debtes of the ſayde father, 
as (with that which he, oꝛ they (all 
haue receyued towards their aduaũce 
mentes, in the lyfe of tl eyꝛ ſaid father) 
hall make vpa full childes parte, of 
his goods, and Cattalles, as he halbe 
woꝛth, at the tyme or hys deccaſe. The 
ſame to be demannded, aſked, * clay⸗ 
med, oꝛ ſued foꝛ, againſt the Executoꝛ, 
02 executours , adminiſtratour, oꝛad⸗ 
miniſtratours, of the gods, and Cat- 

talles 
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Orders enacted 


talles of the ſayde father, by byll Ozt- 
ginall , to be commenced in our foue- 
reigne Lo2de the kinges court,holden 
in the outter chamber of the guild hal, 
of the ſayde Citte, beſoze the ſaid loꝛde 


Maioꝛ and Aldꝛemen of the ſame ci- | 


tis fo2 the time being, any lawe, oꝛ cu- 
ſtome, heretofoꝛe made, oꝛ vied to the 
tontrary, notwithſtanding. In which 
action, no wager of Law, oz Eſſoine, 
chalbe admitted, oꝛ allowed. 

CE Pꝛouided alway, and it is further 
enacted , that i any fre mans ſonne, 
being of full age, (which ſhall hereal⸗ 
ter be maried with the conſent of his 
father. oꝛ any other perſon, being ol ful 
age, which Gall hereafter mary anye 
fr mans daughter) doe at the tyme 
of the eſpouſailes, oꝛ at any time after, 
confeſſe them ſelues, by wayting fully 
ſatiſiped.of his, oꝛ their pozcton, oꝛ do 
otherwyſe acquite and diſcharge, the 
Father of ſuche fro mans ſonnes, 02 

doughters, of all their parte and poꝛ⸗ 
| cion 


a MN GW _% VT Oe. P77 


or Orphanes. 


tion, due, oz to be due, by che Laue 
and cuſtome of the Citie . chat ſhen ez 
uery ſuch perſon, ſo conſeffinge;achuy- 
ting, oꝛ otherwiſe diſcharginge, chalbe 
reputed, and taken, as fully aduaun⸗ 
ced,of his, oꝛ their whole part, oꝛ poꝛ⸗ 
cion, and hall not be enabled, to de⸗ 
maunde any further, oꝛ greatter parte 
of the ſubſtaunce, gods, and cattalles, 
of his 92 her Father: this Law, oz a- 
ny other Lawe oꝛ Cuſtome heretofoze 


had, made, oꝛ vled to the contrary,not- 
withſtanding. 


And further, fozaſmuche as it is „ 


thought very pzeindiciall, and hurtful 
to the fatherleſſe childꝛen and O2zpha- 
nes, when the mother, oꝛ mother in 
lawe. being executrir of the laſte wyll, 
and Teltament ot her late hul bande, 
by whome, and after whoſe death, the 
Oꝛphanes are entituled to an Oꝛpha⸗ 
nage, (accoꝛdinge to the ſayde lau⸗ 
dable cuſtomes of this Citie) doe 
— — marpe oz Contracte 

matrimo⸗ 


wer | Orders enacted 
matrimony,ſome with foꝛreiners and 


perſones vnknowen, and ſome wyth ma 
Fre men, oꝛ euer a iuſt inuentozy of fd la 


the goods, cattalles, plate, Juelles, rea 
dy monepok the Teſtatours, be by the 
bꝛought in: By reaſon whereof many 
tymes they, (either foꝛ feare oz affectt- 
on of their huſbands,02 foꝛ ſome other 
ſiniſtre cauſe, ) dw bing in very ſuſpt- 
cious Jruentoztes,omitting therin ei⸗ 
ther ready money, late, Juelles, oz 
debtes, oꝛ ſome other thing,o2 things, 


wherby ſome bene ite chould redound | 
to the fatherleſſe childꝛen to the greate Þ 


loſſe,and hinderaunce of the Ozphans 
and ſome tyme. ſlaundze to the Loꝛde 
Maioꝛ, and Aldzemen of this Citie, 
notwithſtanding their great care , and 
trauaill that they take fo2 the good oꝛ⸗ 
dering and true anſwering of the ſayd 
Ozphanes: ö 

It is therfoꝛe, by like ancthoꝛitie, 
oꝛdeined, eſtabliſhed, and enacted, that 
if alter the fyꝛſt day of Nouembze next 
enſuing 


gaf 
a 
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matrimonp, ſome with foꝛreiners end 
perſones vnknowen, and ſome wyth 
Free men , 02 euer a iuſt inuentoꝛy of 


> the gods, cattalles, plate, Juelles, rea 28 


dy moneyof the Teſtatours, be bythe 


bꝛought in: By reaſon whereof many 
tymes they, (either foꝛ feare oz affetti⸗ 


on of their huſbands, oꝛ foꝛ ſome other 
ſiniſtre cauſe, ) do bꝛing in very ſuſpt- 
cious Jruentones,omittting therin et- 
ther ready money, Plate, Juelles, oz 


+ debtes,o2 ſome other thing, oꝛ thtngs, 


wherby ſome benefite ould redound 
to the fatherleſſe childzen-to the greate 


loſſe, and hinderaunce of the Ozphans 
and ſome tyme, ſlaundꝛe to the Loꝛde 


Maio2 , and Aldꝛemen of this Citie, 
notwithſtanding their great care, and 
trauaul that they take foz the good oꝛ⸗ 
dering and true anſwering of the ſayd 
Oꝛphanes: f 
It is therfoꝛe, by like ancthoaitte, 
oꝛdeined, eſtabliſhed, and enacted, that 
if alter the fyꝛſt day of Nouembze next 
| enſuing 


ſui 


m 
dl 
a 


d ſuing. any Widowe, wohich is, oꝛ hal | 
3 | made executrix of the Teſtamente 4 
f d laſt will of hir late huſ bande, (be⸗ 'þ 
1 þg8 free man) on hall take vpon her : 
5 hadminiltracion of the goods, and cat⸗ 
alles, of her late huſ bande (beinge a 
g man do not vpon her othe, bꝛinge 
n, and exhibite, oz cauſe to be bꝛought 
n, and erhibited,befo2e the Loꝛd Mai 
, and Aldzemen of this ſayd citie, foꝛ 
he time being, at. and in a court of Ji- 
bremen, a iuſt, and perfect Jnuentozy, 
to their knowledge, ot al the godes, 
attalles, plate, # Juelles,ready mo⸗ 
ney, and debtes, as were her ſaydhuſ- 
bands, at the time ok his death, appꝛay⸗ 
ſed atcoꝛding to the lawe of the ſayd ci⸗ 
tie, befoꝛe the do enſure her ſelf in ma⸗ 
riage, oꝛ contracte mariage, oꝛ els ac⸗ 
toꝛding to the lawes of the Realme, do 
perfectly ſolempniſe, oꝛ conſũmate ma⸗ 
riage with any perſonne , befoꝛe ſuche 
time as atozeſayd,that then enery per⸗ 
ſon ſo offending, ſhall fozfaict and loſe, 
B. i. viii. 5. 


viit,#,of euery pounde, ofher poꝛtyon 
of the goodes ol her late huſbande, du 
to her by the laudable cuſtome of thy 
ſayde Citie, the ſame to go to the vſec 
ſuche Ozphane, oꝛ Ozphanes,as the 
albe entituled to haue, oꝛ demaund: 
any Oꝛphanage, oz poꝛcion, after th 
deathe of his, o2 her late Father, tht 
ſame to be demaunded,aſked,claimet 
oꝛ ſued foꝛ, againſte ſuche erecutrir, u 
adminiſtratix by bill oziginall of deb 
to be commented, in our Souereigne 
Loꝛd the kings Courte, holden in the 
otter Chamber ofthe Guild hal, of the 
ſayd citie, befoze the Loꝛd Maioꝛ, an 
Aldꝛemen of the ſame Citie, foz 
the tyme being, any Law. cc. 
In which Action, no 
wager. ac. 
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